The Scarlet Letter Argumentative Essay
English III Honors
Reid
In The Scarlet Letter, Hester Prynne is subject to humiliation as a form of punishment.  For the Puritans, this was a typical form of punishment.  We all understand that the Puritans were very pious, and for that reason, humiliation seemed like an appropriate punishment.  The pious beliefs of the Puritans were often contradicted by their actions.  Hawthorne presents this in The Scarlet Letter many times.  

For this assignment, you will write an argumentative essay answering the question:

Is public humiliation an effective/acceptable form of punishment in today’s society?
Recently, in the media, many stories have surfaced about parents, teachers, employers, and even law enforcement using humiliation as a form of punishment.  Browse through the links below to familiarize yourself with current “Scarlet Letter” style punishments.

List of Resources
“Dad Wears Short-shorts to teach Daughter a Lesson” Article
http://blog.ctnews.com/mommyfiles/category/public-humiliation-kids-punishment/
“Humiliating Children in Public: A New Parenting Trend?” Article
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/lisa-belkin/humiliating-children-to-teach-them-_b_1435315.html
“The New Age of Scarlet Letter Punishment” Academic Article by Justice Action Center

http://www.nyls.edu/documents/justice-action-center/student_capstone_journal/capstone070801.pdf
“Indiana Mom Forces Son to Wear ‘I Lie, I Steal’ Sign” ABC News Article

http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/headlines/2012/01/indiana-mom-forces-son-to-wear-i-lie-i-steal-sign/
“Wife makes adulterous husband stand in the street carrying sign saying:'I cheated' ” Mail Online Article
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1209451/Cheating-husband-wear-I-cheated-sign-wife.html
 “Texas Judge Orders Convicted Drunk Driver to Public Humiliation” Fox News Article
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/04/21/texas-judge-orders-convicted-drunk-driver-to-public-humiliation/
“He Will Serve as a Human Traffic Sign” Tampa Bay Times Article

http://www.sptimes.com/2005/03/02/State/He_ll_serve_as_human_.shtml
“Shame on You: Public Humiliation Used as New Crime Deterrent” Article
http://blog.instantcheckmate.com/shame-on-you-public-humiliation-used-as-new-crime-deterrent/
“Cops in China Use Public Humiliation as Crime Deterrent” Article
http://www.worldcrunch.com/cops-china-use-public-humiliation-crime-deterrent-and-have-fun-boot/world-affairs/cops-in-china-use-public-humiliation-as-crime-deterrent-and-have-fun-to-boot/c1s5699/
“Can we bring back the stockades? The Constitutionality of Public Shaming” Article
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/explainer/2012/11/public_shaming_sentences_can_judges_subject_criminals_to_humiliation.html
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne

Essay Requirements

· 2-4 pages typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt. font
· Minimum of 3 sources – You can use any sources from the above list – USE CITATIONS!

· MLA format

· Utilize AT LEAST two of the rhetorical techniques discussed in class

· Works Cited Page

· Follow the Outline

Tips

· Follow SPES guidelines
· Consider the nature of your appeals (ethos, pathos, logos)

· Avoid using pronouns – this discredits the essay making it an opinion piece
· You don’t always have to agree with the position you take in your essay.  Sometimes it is easier to argue the other side.
The Scarlet Letter Argumentative Essay Outline
The Assignment:  You are to research (at least 3 sources) and compose a 2-4 page argumentative essay on public humiliation as a form of punishment.  Argumentative essays enlighten your readers to the rationale behind your position on a debatable issue. Please refer to the MLA link on Blackboard.
Outline

Introductory Paragraph

1.  Define the issue and your purpose to your readers.  Why are you writing about this?  Why should your audience be interested?

2. Getting the reader’s attention – anecdote, startling statistic, interesting quote, significance of your concerns

3. The background/history of the issue (if significant)

4. Establish the appropriate tone for your subject and your audience

5. Determine your thesis statement – state your claim.  Your thesis statement should answer/address the question - Is public humiliation an effective/acceptable form of punishment in today’s society?
Body Paragraphs (2 minimum) to support your claim
1. Statement: reiterate what you’re specifically arguing in each paragraph with a clear, concise opening statement
2. Proof: incorporate sources/research (news articles provided, The Scarlet Letter text, etc.) to defend argument you are making
3. Explanation: justify how your proof supports the stance you’ve taken in the argument, illuminating why your evidence is valid.
4. Synthesis: create 1-2 sentences at the end of your paragraph that fuse your statement, proof, and explanation together in a creative way.
Body Paragraph(s) (1 minimum)


Addressing potential opposing arguments


You may either:

1.  Concede the validity of an opposing argument by qualifying part or accepting all of it while explaining why your position is stronger, or

2. Refute the opposing argument by stating why it is invalid or weak

Conclusion

1.  Restate your claim/thesis

2. State the significance of your position.  How does it affect the future?

3. Make a final emotional appeal (ethos, pathos, logos)
